Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 235354 

70 

ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

USIA-06 ACDA-05 /073 R 

DRAFTED BY E A/RA/RJMARTEN S/M J 
APPROVED BY EA - PHILIP C. HABIB 
EA/PHL - EHULEN (DRAFT) 

NSC - TB ARNES 
EUR/SOV - BZOOK (DRAFT) 

EA - R MILLER 
S/S- FORTIZ 

104570 

R 022202Z OCT 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
USLO PEKING 

AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 235354 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR (SEATO) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 235354 

SUBJECT: ROMULO'S STATEMENT AT SEATO COUNCIL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


REF: USUN 4467 

1. ALTHOUGH ROMULO EVENTUALLY ACCEDED TO HIS DESIRES TO 
RETAIN MANILA PACT WHILE "PHASING OUT" SEATO ORGANIZATION 
AT SEPTEMBER 24 SEATO COUNCIL MEETING, HE DID, AS NOTED 

IN REFTEL DELIVER FIRST A STRONG STATEMENT OF PHILIPPINE 
BELIEF THAT MANILA PACT IS ANACHRONISTIC AND SHOULD BE 
TERMINATED AS WELL. 

2. MOST INTERESTING ARGUMENT BY ROMULO FOLLOWED A HISTORI 
CAL REVIEW ON PAST VALUE OF SEATO AS PART OF CONTAIN- 
MENT SYSTEM DURING PERIOD WHEN CONTAINMENT WAS REALLY 
NEEDED. NOTING THAT SEATO WAS EASTERNMOST ALLIANCE 
GROUPING, ROMULO CITED CENTO AND NATO AS OTHER PARTS OF 
SAME SYSTEM. NATO AND CENTO WERE TARGETED AGAINST USSR 
WHILE SEATO WAS PRIMARILY DIRECTED AGAINST PRC DURING 
PERIOD WHEN SOVIETS AND CHINESE WERE CLOSELY LINKED. 

NATO AND CENTO CONTINUED TO HAVE VALIDITY, ACCORDING TO 
ROMULO ARGUMENT, SINCE THEY WERE PROTECTION AGAINST USSR 

BUT SEATO DID NOT SINCE PRC COULD NOW BE CONSIDERED 
PART OF CONTAINMENT SYSTEM AGAINST SOVIETS AND, IN ANY 
CASE, WAS REGARDED BY PHILIPPINES AS NOT POSING AGGRESSIVE 
THREAT TO REGION. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE ABOVE ARGUMENTS MAY HAVE BEEN PARTLY 
MOTIVATED BY THEIR CONVENIENCE AS SUPPORTING LOGIC FOR 
PHILIPPINE ARGUMENTS ON MANILA PACT AND SEATO, THEY 

MAY ALSO SUGGEST PHILIPPINES WILL SHOW GREAT CAUTION 
IN NORMALIZING RELATIONS WITH SOVIETS. KISSINGER 
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